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A. 
Defence of the New- Ham pthire 
Grants &c. 


TT om RAT 


n Alem bly of. KS Srate af Verment 
p3ffed.Octoher 20th, 1778, “that a decla- 
Eu be drawn up, fertng forth the politi- 


cal ftate of the New-Hampfhive Grants (fo ^ 


called) on both fides of Connecticut River, 
zc.” the major. part of their Committee, ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, have agreed ta 
prejent the following facts and obfervations, 
‘together with two! feveral Tértérs from the 
refident of the Council of New-Hamp- 


Shire, and a report of Cal. Ethan Allen, with. 


dome remarks Gn them, | 
A, Grant was made by.the Council of Pli- 
mouth March 4th, 1628--9, of the Colony 
of the I ‘Mufichufetes-Bay 3 the Northern 
‘Line of which was “ from, three, miles north- 
‘ward of any and every „part of Merrimack 
River” to extend welt indefinitely. “A 
Grant was pee made. (in the fame 
year) to John Mafon of “London, Efqi Cone 
"taining 
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taining a tract of land between Merrimack 
and Pilcataqua rivers, fixty miles up each ri- 
ver, and thele to be bounded by a line ac rois 
from river to river, This Grant. (though 
ex preffal im a loofe manner) when compared 
with the Malffachuletts Grant, is lim td with 
the greateft precifion, foucherly and wefterly 
by a line three miles northward of any and 
every part of Merrimack River, fixty m:les 
tp the rivec—and northerly by a line drawn 
from the place where the faid fixcy miles are 
fin:ifhed to Pilcataqua River, fixcy miles dif 
tant from the mouth of i, *.— On this Malon 
tract 

* if the. M ff chafeees north lire begins three 
mces morth o Morrimick, aad contiones three 
Mites dillant from it «o. three m 'es arth of the 
E: k or crotch where Merrimick and Pemesa vaf- 
fe’ rivers mest, and theace exterds due welt as 
the.’ Charter pota 3 one, they wi | cover cocfi dera- 
be pa t of the Grims nov ia du "ian A line 
drawn ue well f om the place where thofa sive s 
got wil tar efet Co nehtu? river ah ur fif cca 
ricos a'h FC aelou (Jo. 4) wei g hou o, 
anj cheics coa nied ac: fs tre New Aimpthie 
G aats will cove near 'o Fort Ana on theheid of 
W nd Greek (3 hole pty ec are dil. near d oa the 
M.o) vheh ine wil iaclude up vares of fi. y of 
the To vacon f id G ans wi dia the limis of he 
M Ma huf^s Chacecs Abb ugh there was a des 
te mirim of tie K asia Oonaril à D 1739, 
shat the posh lige c£ihg Malliehufeas Rund ua 
welt 


aa 


tract fundry sen a carly formed and 
confiderably fettled. And the tnhab.rants 
in the year 1679, petitioned King Charles 
the 2d that they might be erected into a ic- 
parate Government by the name of New- 
Hampfbire : in compliance with which re- 
qu. ft à commiffion was made out to Yeba 
Cutis Eq, whereby a Piefident and Council 
were eltablifhed tor ruling and + overning 
fad New-Hampfhire ; which was in taid 
comm fion bounded as fellows viz, “ lying 
and extending from three miles northward 
ot Merrimack River or any part thereof, un- 
to the province of Main.”* And in the 
fame commiflion is this further claule viz, 
* And it appearing unto us that the ancet- 
tors of Robert Mofon Efq; obtained Grants 
from our great Council of Plymouth for 
the tra& of land atorefaid, and were at great 
expcnee upon the tame &c."^— By which it 
clea.ly appears that Prefident Cutt? commit, 
Kon was intended to exiend no farther chan 
the 
weft fron Pa uck t fills is feems that they did oot 
acqui: ‘ce ia the deteraiaatiun; as they re nd to 
jus Nev Hampihire in a fursey contumabie 
thereto 
* The hoanda fes: f "e v Homplhire es defer*b- 
61 in ths Commiffion c incide wih the M. ffa- 
chuf ts Hee as deferibed ia their Charter befure 
menduaed, 
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the weftern SS. of the Majoz zlata or the 
AMofcu line (10 ca lled)—and jurifdi&tjon was 
exerciftd ag.ecable thereto with littl va- 
Xiarlon, unt til a commiflion was granted 
to Boa ing d Wentworth Eg ; to prefice ¢ as 
Governor of New-Hamofbire ; by which com- 
muffjon his jurifdiction was extended and exe 
erciledover the whole of the Grants, on both 
fides of Conne&icut Raver s or at leat he 
was empowered to extend jurifdi&ion to the 
Ennits of other Governments, grantlands &c. 
And by virtue of that gcneral claufe in his 
commiffion, and the determination of the | 
King in Council A. D, 1739,* he did actu- 
ally “extend jurifdi@ien , and granted. the 
.meft of the vacant lands.as far weftward as 
to the line between Maffachufetts and New- 
York. | But New-York not difcouraged 
‘from endeavouring to extend jurifdi&ion 
eaftward, by two unfuccefiful firuggles first 
with Connedticut, and afterward with rhe 
AMaffachufetts- Bay, now attempt to effect. it 
-againft the New- Hampthire commiffion and 
‘the beforementioned determination of the, 
"King in council And here we find them 
-under peculiar advantage to what they were 
in their former endeavours to encroach on 
the jurifdidiion of the other Governments. 

Jn 


* Sez Douglufs’ Summary, Vol. 1, pag? 422. 


t 
Thi thofé the people io owried the foil were- 
interéfted in the jurifdiction > but here thé 
Grantées of the lands had no concern with: 
the jurifdiction, That prerogative was re- 
tained folely in the King's hand, and exerz 
eifed by whatever fervant the róyal maüdate 
fhould point our. Neither thé popie im 
New-Hampfhire or New-York had much’ 
concern in the éxercife of juriidiction. - In 
New- Hampfhire efpecially the royal prero- 
gatve was fò exténfive and the privileges of 
the people fo fmall, that their Afembly dex. 
clined affüfting the Governor in any way 
whatever for the eftablifhment Of the line. 
And accordingly under the influence of fun~ 
dry falle declarations in favor of New-York, 
a decree was paffed by the King in Council 
A. D. 1764, that che wefterh bank of Cons 
necticut River fhould be the béwhdary be- 
tween New-York and New-Hamphhire : and 
the Grantees and Inhabitants living on thofe 
lands, riot being in capacity to defend again& 
the unreafonabie claim and purfuit of New~ 
York in endeavouring to obtain jurifdition 
over them, were under neceffity of falling à 
prey. 

In this fituation of affairs, a confiderable 
part of the people in the fouthwéfterly part 
of the Grants have utterly refuted fubmiffi- 

eï 


onus B. E d 
en to tlie jurifdi&tion of New-York; from 
the time that fad line was eftablifh«d as a- 
foreiaid, by reafon that they not only clame 
ed the juritliction, bur the right of foil alfo ; 
which was Before granted to the fciclers and 
others, by the Governor of New-Hamphhire, 
AW which is more fully fet forth in jundry . 
pamphlets, wrote and publifhed by Col. E- 
than Allen, relative to the New-York claim. 

On other parts of the Grants. that were 
by faid deeree fubj- Ged to the jurifdiction of 
New-York, the people thro’ tvar of loteing 
their interefts and being turned out of pol- 
feffion of their e, in fome meafure fubmit- 
ted. And at exorbitant prices obtained re. 
grants of their lands from thé Governor of 
New-York—which he prefumed to make 
out, notwithttanding the expreis inhibition 
ef the King. : 

In this fizuation the people oh the Grants 
&ontiaued, untill che lare glorious revolu: iors 
And upon the declaration of Independence (he 
people on the Grants on Duth fides of Con- 
necticut River, feeing the kind hand of pro- 
idence in. releafing them thereby from the 
galling yoke of bondage under which they 
‘Had been held, began now to look out tof 
themilelves, and affert their natural rights and 
privileges in common with their brethren id 
. the American States, ^. And 
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| And as the icd of the Grants 
on the two fides of the river were (on ac- 
| count of the jurifdi@ioaal line fettled in 

1764) circumftantiaily different, in refpe&t to 

their conne&ions with New-York and New- 

*Flampfhire, the Grants on the weit fide were 

fally, determined (as they imagined T the 
„proceedings of the Conventions and Affem- 
{bly of the State of New-York that they had 

little or nothing better zo expect from the 

‘new. mode of government of that State than 
they had from the former) not, to connect 
with d them ; but to form themfelves into a 

Pdiicinét State with the whole of the Grants, 

i fo foon as time and circumftances would ad- 
| mit : and accordingly overtures were made 
Ib y a Convention of the Grants on. the 

weit fide to thofe on the caf fide of the 

river as early zs September 1776. But 

thofe towns onthe eaft fide having z tranfacted 
ifome a affairs with Ncw-Flatnpíhire from che 
d ume that hottilicies were firt committed by 
$ Sritainto the time of Independence, relative 
to the war &c.—-and by realon of jome dif- 
Qpures chen Ba between New-Hamp- 
Mhire and them, they were not prepared to 
@cnter into a co ynfederady wiih the people ou 
ghe welt fice of the river, untill the latter had 
@oruicd their plan of Government, 
L b - BE 
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But in parfait of the original object (viz. 
to be all united togather in one political bo- 
dy, im caie they could not agree to connect 
with New-Iiampfhire) a confiderable num- 
ber of towns on the Grants on the eaf fide 
of the river, in the month of March 1778, 
by a Committee eppointed for chat purpofe, 
propoied to the Affembly of the Grants on 
the welt fide, articles of union and contede- 
ration; wnich prepofals were accordinoly by 
order of F fat id Aifnbly laid before the towns 
on the welt fide, for their confideration and 


apnrobotion, And at the Afiembly held at 
DBeanington in the month of June laft, faid 


fb 
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owns on the ezít fice of the mver were re- 
ceived if to union and confeceracy with thofe 
cn the weit fide, with equal rights and pri- 
vileges, by a folema a& and refolve of faid 
Afzmbly; and leave for other towns on the 
Grants ezft of the Rivertojoin; by virtue of 
wh iea fome others have firce united. And 
they have Since ached cegerh e 28 a diftipCk 
rare, "on an unha 'PDY éipute arole in the 


Afbmbly at their fefilons ia October laft, 
rela iti veta the manner of defending the State 

ogainit the uum 9 i New-Eia sri to the 
T ants on the cafe fide of the river included 
in 7.00 union; aces ones by the following 
letters and report whien were then laid be- 
Ore Coe A diiombly, voz. tL. L 
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| i. A com of a letter from Prefident 
‘Weare to Governor Chittenden. 
? Sir, 
Although I have had information that 
‘the people ietded on the New- Hoppe 
IGrznts (io culled} welt of Connecticut it River, 
‘had formed a plat for their future Govern- 
'nient, and RN you their fir& Magii- 
[trate ; yet as they have not beep Admitted 
»; ipto the confederacy of the Uared States as 
|a feparate difinet budy, L have omitted to 


| ! acide ds you inyour nugutraticil fulg, and act 
lout KH difrelpect to you or Dig ORA pho Ver 
iwhom you pre ; which in Ux i2 circum- 
ftances 1 doux not your candor will excule 


2 
1 Sex 
and taal you we attend tG tne inport ERNE 
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Tuhjećt or this addrets,” 
«A Paper bee Gan kd Cete the Gode. 
ital Ateaouy eteefted by Thomas Chandler 
Gun", as Secretery of the State of Vermont, 


lution of the Se Miren of the Scate 
wit 

State 1 fi M ‘Towns on ee G fide of on- 
neéticut River, and leave or rather an iuvi- 
tation to any toes contiguous te whole fix. 
tten to enier iato the fame union," 

; hich f am directed to reprefent to 
you, dad to e Lo os : before the 


P 
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Reprefentatives of your people, the intima- 
tion in faid Refolve, thar the faid fixteen 
towns * are not connected with any State 
with refpect to their internal police,” is an 
idle phantom, a mere chimera without the 
leat fhadow of realon for its fupport.” | 

“The town of Bofton in the Maffachu- — 
fetts, or Hartford in Connecticut (if difpof. — 
ed) might ss rationally evince their being : 
unconnected with their refpective States, as: 
thofe fix:een towns their not being connect. | 
ed with New-Hampfhire.” 

** Were not thofe towns fetzded and cul 
tivated under the grant of the Governor of 
New-Hampfhire ? Are they not within the 
lines thereof as fertled by the King of Great 
Britain prior to the prefent /Era ? Is their į 
any afcertaining the boundaries between any | 
of the United States of America, but by the! 
lines formerly eftablifhed by the authority of 
Great Britain? I am furethereis not. Dic 
not the mof of thofe towns fend Delegate! | 
to the Convention of this State in the yeaij 
1775? Fiavethey not from the commence; 
mear of the prefent war applied to the State 
ot New-Hampfhire for afiftance and prog. 
testion ? Lr is well known they did—an 
that New-Tlampíhire at their owa expenc 
hata fuppl.ed them with arms, ammunitie 


QU 
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&c. to a very great amount, as well as paid 
foldiers for their particular defence, and all 
at their requeit as members of this State— 
Whence then could this new doctrine, that 
they were not connected with us, originate ? 
I earneftly dcfire that this matter may be fe- 
rioufly attended to, and L am perfuaded the 
tendency thereof will be to anarchy and con- 
fufion," 

« When I cenfider the circumftances of 
the people weft of Connecticut River, the 
difficulties they encountered in their firft fet- 
tlement, their late endeavours to organize 
government among themfelves, and the un- 
certainty of their being admitted as a feparate 
State into the confederacy of the United 
States, I a altoaifhed that they (hould fup- 
ply their enemies with arguments again{t 
them by their connecting themfelves with 
people whofe circumftances are wholly dif- 
ferenc from their own, and who are aftually 
members of the State of New-Hampfhire— 
A confiderable number of Inhabitants of 
thole fixceen town (1 am well informed) are 
entirely averfe to a dif-union with the State 
of New-Hamgfhire, and are about to apply 
to this State for prote&ion ; indeed lome 
have already applied. And are not the peo- 
ple in this Stare under every obligation ie 

Y 


vil and facred to erant ther brethren the 
needed defence 7 


*: Eoeteeca you, fir, forthefzkeofthe people 


yf 
you pretide over ; and the fais pe ae tor the 
fake of their future peace and tranquillity, 
to reiaquifh every connection as a political 
body with the towns, on the eft fide of Con- 
ncóicuc River, who are members of the 
State of New-ianpfate, mntidied to the 
iame privileges zs the other peuple of fad 
State, from which there has sever Leca aay 
atcempt to reitrick them. 


** L am fir with due reipett 
Your obedient 
humbie fervant 
Profidenct of the 
Council of the 
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“ Exeter Aug. rgth, 1778, » 
«€ Gentlemen, 

* By order of the Council and Affembly 
of this State, I am to inform you that the 
pretended Stare of Vermont, not content 
with the limits of the New. Hamphhire Grants 
(fo called) on the weftern fide of Conne&i- 
cut River, have extended their pretended ju- 
rifdiction over the River, and taken into u- 
nion (as they phrafe it) fixteen towns on the 
eaít fide of Connecticut River, part of this 
State, and who can have no mere pretence 
for their defe£tion than any S towns in’ 
this State, the cireumftances cf which you 
are well acquainted with, and great pains are 

taking to perfuade other towns to follow 
their examnie, 

By the beft tayormation L have from that 
country, neatly one halt of the people in the 
revolted towns are aver to the proceedings 
of the majority, who threaten to coni &Ícate 
their efates if they Go not join with them, 
and Dam ver" moch afraid that che affair 
will end in tee thedding of blood,  juftices 
of the peace have been | appointed and worn 

nto QC 5ice intucole towns, under the pretend- 
ed authority of faid Vermont ; end perlens 
fent to reprefont them there—I muft not o- 
mit te ict 7e know that Cel Timethy Be- 
* Adel. 
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del, who has received great fums of monéy 
from Congrels or their Generals, under pre- 
tence of keeping fome companies lait win- 
ter, and now a Regiment for the defence of 
that northern frontier, or to be in readinels 
for marching into Canada (though very lit- 
tle fervice has been done as 1 am informed) 
by inflacice of che money and his command, 
has occafioned a great fhare in the dilorders 
in thole towns : "tis wifhed by the more fo- 
ber fotid peopl le in that quarter, he could be 
removed to tome other command, if he muit 
be kept in ‘pay and employed. 

L am directed co defire you, on the receipt 
of this, to ad viie with fome of the Members 

of Congrefs on this affair, and proceed as you 
may judge expedient, atteradvifing as afore- 
faid to E to obtain aid of Congre 
if you think they can with propriety take up 
the iuc ed unicis Congrefs inter- 
fere (whole admonitions 1 believe will be o- 
beved: L know rot what confi quences will 
follow : itis very probable the CIN ord will 
decide it; as the minority in thole towns are 


ciaiming protection frou this nins ; and 


? 
the y link tiemfzlves bouad by every tie to 
witord it; and you know that every conde- 
Seendiug mealuse has beep ufed from the be- 
Guang of die fchiln, aad resected. 
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c {doubt not your application and efforts | 
$n this matter, which will if effefted exceed- 
i ingly ferve the State, and probably prevent: 
! pumberlefs calamities tothe people." 
| ** [ am with muchrefpe& and efteem, 
| Gentlemen, ^. | 
Your mof obedient 
humbie fervant 
l) M. Weare, Prefident of 
To the honora- - the Council of New- 
ble Jofiah Bartiett, — Hampshire.” 
and John Wentworth 
jun. Efqrs. Member of 
Congreis. Philadelphia.” >  _ 

3. A Report of Col, Ethan Alen, which 
is as follows, viz. 

To his Excellency the Governor, the 
honcrable the Council, and to the Repré: 
fentatives of the frecmen of the Strate of 
Vermont in General Affembly met. | 

Gentiemen, l 
The Subjicriber hereto begs leave to.make 
the following repert, viz, 

By the defire of his Excellency, and at thé 
requeft of feveral of the Members of the 
honorable the Council to me made in Sept. 
dat, I have taken a journey to Philadelphia, 
in order to gain kocledge how the political 

, Gvaation of the State cf Vermont ftood in. 
€ ` the 
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18 
the view of Congrefs, which I here exhibit, 

On the 16th Day of September laít, I am 
informed by Members of Congreis, that the 
Delegates from the State of New-Hamphhire 
exhibited to Coagrefs a remonttrance (which 
they had previoufly received from the Coun. 
cil and Affembly of faid State) againft the 
proceedings of the State of Vermont, with - 
refpe&t to their taking into union a number - 
of towns on the eaft fide of Connecticut-Ri- 
ver, and an their inviting other towns to res | 
volt from New Elampfhire, a copy of which 
Iherewith exhibit; a matter which (they al- 
ledge) was incompatible with the right of 
New-Flampfhire, and an infringment on the 
confederacy of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, and therefore defired the Congreis to take 
the matter under confideration, ano “rant 
fome order thereon to prevent the eifulion of 
blood, and the confufion and dilorders which 
would otherwife inevitably enfue, 

The delegates from New-York atthe fame 
time exhibited to Congrefs fundry papers 
containing allegations againft the State of 
Vermont, which after lane altercations were 
admitted, and it was agreed that the fame to- 
gether with rhe remonftrance from the State 
ot New-Flampfíhire, fhoul be taken under 
confiüeration oa the afternoon ot the 18th, 

by. 
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by a Committee of Tie whole houfe, at 
which time it was moved to be brought for- 
ward, but urgent bufinefs occafioned "its be- 
ing deferred to the 19th, at which time 
‘J arrived at Philadelphia, and being imme- 
¡diately informed of the bufinefs by fome of 
;the members of Congrefs, I uled my infu- 
| ence againft the matter its being haftily de- : 
| term:ned ex-parte, and particularly objecd 
to the compl ints from the State of New- 
| Hampfhire and New-York, their being both 
confidered at the fame time, alledging that 
they were of a very different nature. And 
in confequence of this, together with my ear- 
neft requeft. and application, I obtained at- 
furancethat the matter fhould not bebrought 
to a decifion before I could have an oppor- 
tunity: to lay the matter before this people ; 
as I had previouily let the members oi Con- 
grefs know, that the Affembly of this State 
was to’ fit at this time ; ana I engaged to 
tranfmit the proceedings of this Aflembly 
to Congrefs as foon as they tranipired, at 
their requeft. E 
| The alligations thrown ia by New-York 
received a moft fevere fhock on the L ervfal 
; of my late pamphlet in anfwer co his Axcel- 
| dency Governor Clinton's proclamation da- 
, ted in February left, containing certain o- 
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vertures to the inhabitants of this State; as 
well as from my Jarge treatife on the nature 
and merit of the New-York claim, and their 


treatment to the inhabitants of this now | 


State of Vermont, In fine, the New-York 


complaiats will never prove of fufficient | 


force in Congrefs to prevent the eftablith- 
ment of this State, Bnr from what I have 
heard and feen of the difapprobation at Con- 
greis of the union with fundry towns eaft of 
Connecticut River, I am fufficiently autho- 
rized to offer it as my opinion, that except 
this State recede from fuch union immedi- 
ately, the whole power of the Confederacy 
of the United States of America will join to 
annihilate the State of Vermont, and to vin- 
dicate the right of New-Hampfhire, and ta 
maintain inviolate the Articles of Confede- 
ration, which guarantee to each State their 
privileges and immunities. 


Thus, Gentlemen, I have given you a . 


fhort reprefentation of the political fituation 
of this State as it now ftands in the General 
Congreis of the United States of America ; 
upon which I flake my honer. 
Given under my hand at Windíor this 
zoth Day of October, A. D. 1778. 
ETHAN ALLEN.” 


T 
i 
1 
| 
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` The Col. in addition to his writtes report, 
ublickly declared before a Committee of 
Poth houfes, when the matters were under 
confideracion, that the Prefident of Congrefs 
in private converfation with him when at. 
Philadelphia told him, that in cafe the union 
with thofe towns en the-eaft fide of the river 
iwas diffolved, he had no objection to the 
‘Grants on the weft fide being a State. And 
ithe following queftion being put to him, in 
| the fame public manner by one of the mem- 
| bers of Affembly viz. Y^ Did not the New- 
| Hampfhire Delegates at Congrels when you 
| was at Philadelphia agree with you, that in 
| cafe you would get the union with the towns. 
on the eaft fide of the river diffolved, they 
would affift you in difputing New-York ?” 
To which he anfwered ** Yes they did upon 
honor.” i 
The foregoing letters report &c. were all 
taken into confideration by a Committee of 
Governor Council and Affembly ; on which 
the following prepofals were reported to the 
Affiembly, and by them approved, viz 
1. That a declaration up, fetting forth 
the political ftate of the Grants on both fides 
of Connecticut River, from the time of their 
being granted— viz. that the Grants were 
taken as being under jurifdiftien ef the go- 
vernment 
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vernment of New-Hampfhire ; where the 
Grantees expected to have remained—that 
the King of Great-Britain under the influ- 
«ace of talfe and exparte reprefentation, paff- 
ed a decree in Council, A. D. 1764, that 
part of the Grants fhould be under the con- 
trol of the government of New-York—that 
faid decree was in its nature void from the 
beginning, on account of the undue influ- 
ence under which it was obtained : and that 
the whole of faid Grants were conizquently 
of right, under the fame jurifdiction as be- 
fore faid decree took plece—but the Gover- 
nor of New-Hampfhire not exercifing jurif- 
diction over thofe weft of the river, they re- 
mained part under the jurifdi&ion of the 
government of New-York, but the greater 
part in oppofition thereto, till near the time 
ot the declaration of independence of the U- 
nited States, by which the whole of the 
Grants became unconnected with any State ; 
and had an opportunity to affert and enter 
on meafures to fupport their Juft rights, and 
were at liberty to unite together, or with a- 
ny other State which might agree to receive 
them—in this fituation the inhabitants on 
the Grants weit of the River (already deter- 
mined by the cruel treatment they received 
from New-York, not to be under the pes 

tre 


amem, m 
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! trol of that State, ) entered on meafures for 


+ 


| eftablifhing government among themfelves s 
; and a confiderable number of towns on the 
! Grants eaft of the River, after various inef- 
| fe&ual endeavors to unite with New-Hamp- 
i > : E . - 
i fhire oh fuch principles as they efteemed juft 
! and equitable, united with the Grants weft 
| of the River on the plan of Government 
which they had adopted ; and with them 
have folemnly covenanted to fupport each 
other in faid Government—and as by their 
fituasion and agreement in manners, habits, 
&c. they conceive they are called upon, and 
warranted to fet up and maintain civil Gov- 
ernment in a diíftin& State; and as thofe 
Grants ought not to be divided between 
New-York and New-Hampfhire, or any o- 
ther way, merely to ferve interefted views ;° 
they are unanimoufly determined, in every 
prudent and lawful way, to maintain and 
support entire, the State as ıt now ftands, 

2, That propotals be made to New-Hamp- 
fhire ; that thofe towns only which lie wef 
of the Mafon doi, and which hall accede 
to a union with this State, agreeable to a rev 
folve of Affembly at their Seffions at Ben+ 
nington the eleventh day of June laft, be 
admitted to a union with this State—And 
in cafe Now-ldampíhire Mall not agree 

thereto, 
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thereto, or to fome line that fhall be Kan 
Cn as an egovni that they agree to a fub 

miffion of all matters of complaint and dit? 
pute in the premifes, to Congrets for a deci- 
fion ; the Grants bein: Z allowed equal privi 
leges as the State of f New-Hamphhire in fup- 
porting their caufe— or that they fnbmit the 
matter to any court, that may be agreed on, 

n confticuted by the parties, for a decifi-, 

faving to themfelves in the trial, all 
ls privilege and advantage which they had; 
or might have, by any former crant, jurif- 
diction, power or privilege, on account of 
any former fituation or connection with any 
Province or State heretofore had ; and not? 
withftanding any fubfequent (rana actions," 

In obterving upon faid letters &c, will bé 
fhewn the risit of the whole of the Grants 
zo unite and confederate tegether as before 

related. | 

The State of the Mafiachufetts notwith- 
manding their undeubtrd right by charter to 
a conüdera^le part of rhois Grants, by their 
neglect to challenge them as part ef chat 
S:ate fince the revolution, have tacit ny re- 
Noquifhei that right to the piople who in- 
5ab;t them, and nat to Ncw- Yo. k and New- 
fF iampfüire, or either of them ; and the right 

ing covernment among themie elves 
muf 


ae 
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„imut of courfe be acknowledged as being 
Avefted in the inhabitants until the Maffa- 
f chutetts affert and vindicate. their claim ; 


j which may be done on much more rational 
I . * ~ = s 
i principles than (hote of New-York or New- 


| Hampfhire , and confequently thofe States 


| niuft be forever debarred from jurifdiction 
over thofe towns, were the matter to be 
refted on this fingle point. 

As to New-Hampthire ; all their right 
may.juftly be tuppoted to be compriied in 
the two letters trom Prefident Weare before 
recited, as they are the refele of the wildom 
of the Council and Affembly of that State, 
after near three years dilpute on the fubject. 

But before we proceed to take notice of 
thofe letters, we would obferve that the peo- 
ple in New-Hampthire never were formed 
into a. political. body, until the commifficn 
to Prefident Cutisas before mentiened.. Un- 
der which form of government they conti- 
nued, (with yery finall variations) until the 
conmiffion to Beosing Wentworth Elo ; 
anno 1749. After which a comm'ffion was 
made out to john Wentworth Big; who 
éuntinued in the exereife of his government 
unti tue preiunt revolution. 

‘Lhefe commiiions are all the Grants or 
Charters (if cacy may be fo called} which 

HE . either 
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ithergavejurifdiction or combined thepeopie 
together, and whereby they became conneét- 
ed in any way or manner whatfoever. T hele 
dia mentioned commiffions were made cut 
merely at the will and pleafure of the Crown, 
and conftructed as fovereignty faw fit. By 
thele alone the inhabitants on the Grants were 
connected with the peopie within the Mafon 
claim. Thefe were impoled on the people 
without their previous knowledge or con- 
fent, and were continued for fuch time and 
liable to fuch alterations at aH times and in 
fuch way and manner as the King fhould fee 
caule, poha as to extent of jurifdi&tion and 
mode of government. By thefe commiffions 
the people were fubje&ted without power cf 
chufing or refufing. And the whole of the 
Grants, by vircue thereof only, remained 
conr ected witi the people fettled on the 

Maelon claim, until the royal pewer was ex- 
ercited in an arb'trary manner in 1764, by 
pafünz an order or decree in privy couacil, 
that the weltern bank of Conneéticut River 
fhould be the Pne or boundary between New- 
York and New-[iampfhire as befote men- 
tioned. 

This ftreteh of P dr iera n pov wer Ti Cota nen 

5 Br 


e 

Gon of the continu ince OF al! he po- 
fpes and troubles that have iul 
fixed 
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fifted in this part of a country ever fince, 
And the ftrenuous efforts of New-York and 
New-Hampfhire to eftablifh and maintain 
that unjuft and arbitrary line are the only 
caufe of the prefent ditpute, which muft be 
decided, it deems (if we belicve New-Hamp- 
íhire) by the point of the fword, For the 
people on the Grants, efpecially on each fide 
of the river, on account of their Gtuation 
and other circumfta unces, are utterly averfe 
from being divided. 

But to return to thofe royal ma: adates— 
We find that unbounded prerogative is not 
fatisfied with this act in 1764 ; but has fince 
(tis faid) made great part of the Grants with 

ther territories adiftinét provinces" but tkis 
was too late done to take eff. &. 

Now we candidly afk the the quefion, 
which of thole five lines (before mentioned) 
it is that New-Hampfhire mean when they 
fay, '* Are they not within the lises thereof 
as fettled by the 1 King of Great Britain ia 
Council prior to the prefent Z&ra ? 

Certainly it cannot be the firk, tor that 
takes off confiderable part of the Grants to 
the Maffachufetts ; nor the fecond, 7 for there 
is no pretence that the Mafon line includes 
them ; nor the third, for that includes all the 

' Gránts 

* Bya comm ífi»n to Governor Skecne for a go- 
rernzment oa fid Grants &c. mace out a lite pg- 
fore the commczcement of the ^ AS 
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Grants ; and that New-Flampfhire, has been 
been utterly averfe to, notwith avenge they 
have been repeatedly requefted thereto. Nei- 
ther may we fuppofe it to be the laft , be- 
caufs that will not anfwer their purpofe, It 
muft then be the line of 1764. But by 
“what rule of right or reafon they can make 
their choice, is beyond our perception to de- 
termine—for certainly if they would conf- 
der thofe acts of the King in the nature of 
grants, the former muft have the prefidence ; 
but if in the nature cf wills, then the line 
decribed in Governor Skeen’s commiffion 
takes places as that was the laft will and tef- 
tament waich George the third made relative 
to gurl: ction over d hela territories before his 
Ceath, uniefs the Grants were included with- 
in the poymes of Canada, as extended by 
tne Quebec bill, as fome bave imagined— 
Bur, thanks to Heaven, the legatees have 
never accepted the legacy fince the death of 
the teffator. — Nor do they mean ever to ac- 
cent either the will in 1764, or thelat. Nor 
have either of thofe wills been yet proved or 
approved, or ever can be, on account of 
the infanity of the teftator. 

Flowever, zs if appears evident that the 
line poin ted out in the decree of 1764, is the 
line they mean to maintain, as belt fuiting 

their 
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their defigns (viz.) foe each one to have fo 
much and no more than what they can man- 
age to their purpofe, and as this lineis their 
capital bulwark and main ftrength, we will 
further confider the force of it, 

It was obtained, in the firft place, hy the 
interceffion ofthegevernment of New. York, 
7 fule reprefentations, that it was the de- 
fire of the people living on the lands, to be an- 
nexed to New-York—toat it wouhi greatly coni- 
mode them in trade and commerce Ge. aln by 
undue influence by that Province, and fome 
principal Men in New-Hampfhire. And 
ithe poor Inhabitants (who alone muft Tuffer... 
„the evil confequences) were forfaken of New- 
"Hampfhire, and confequentlv under no cir- 
cumftances to make a any defence, or even to 
be known in court, of necefüty fell a facri- 
fice, But the King being thus deceived the 
decree is in its nature void*~—much lefs have 
the parties right to take advantage thereby 
of their cwn wrong, to fubjugate the Grants 
to their finifter defigns and purpofes ; nay, 
it is void as to all parties. Therefore the ju- 
rifdichion of New.Hampfhire (fo long as 
there was any under the crown) ought to 

have 

* Notwi hfa andiag it is faid that the King can da 
no WEP. yet it is a fete? maxim that the K King he- 


ing dec iced bis eGis or grants are thereby mare vei. 
f 
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have taken place as before faid decree in 


gaia. Tithe State of New-Hampfhire 
hed any right to exercife jurifdi@ion over the 
Grants, the vy have (by retufing or neglecting 
to exerciie it over che whele ) for feited their 
right to azy aud every part ; for by the right 
or authority they may have heretofore had 
to exercife jariftfi&tion over fhe whale, they 
cannot exereile it over a part caly y as that 
would be a difference exercie from what they 
would in that cafe be empowered to. 
Further, Suppofing, "for argument 
fake, that the decree, in the time of it, 
was ever fo legal and binding on the peo- 
pe: yet New-Harmpshire, un der its prefent 
circumfances, can claim nothing by it ; be- 
caufe that power which the Governor had 
by virtue of his commiffion (when the com- 
morien became null and void) never averted 
to oF became vetted in the people by virtue 
f the commifon, any more than thongh tt 
never had been; and confequcntly New- 
Hampfhire can have ne right to exercile 
government over the Grants, on account of 
the latter having been conneéted with the 
fo.mer in the Governors commilsion, any 
more than cheugh they i never had been thas 
conehead- When the King’s authorit ty was 
thrown 


thrown off and EG by the declaration of 
Independence of the United States, the roy- 
al commifsion became a mere nullity, and 
was to the people as though it -never had 
been, for it. contained nothing more than 2 
pofitive command to the Magiftrate therein 
named to govern, and a requifition or com- 
mand to the people te obey. Nothing was 
contained in it reciprocal between the King: 
and people. Nothing that the people could 
claim as a grant or benefit, not even fo much 
as the continuance of the commifsion itk lf : 
but it refted wholly at the prs afure of the 
crown, Now as the commifsion altogether 
alcertained the extent as well as power of ju- 
ridiétion, when the commifsion was once 
removed ouc of the way, tuere were no more 
any limits of jurifciét:oa left than there was 
power of exercifing it. Confequently there 
never having been any confederacy of the 
people, either by tuemfelves or by any grant 
or charter from the crown or otherwife, 
whereby they ever were incorporated and u- 
nited in a political body, whenever thaz 
compulfive power ( which alone held them 
together) ccafed, they became utconnediat 
an4 fo will remain until i by their own act they 
unite and confederate together, as much as 
the thirteen United States were before the y 
entered 


E Ae. 
entered n a sane Nay, the peo: 

ple never e at liberty to unite together 
er not unite, uc hat defpotic power which 
alone held chem tO: Bun was thrown off, 
which was done by the declaration of Inde: 
penuence, 

And as New-tlampfhire have not as yet 
fecthed any permanent plan of government, 
or contederated together any other way than 

ac anne part of the towns (and thofe 
oriücipady in the vi Mafon claim) a&ing to 
zethe RG ior the purpofes of cairying on 

e War, and i in the mean time to guard a- 
e A criminal offences, apd have ‘therefore 
mever as n alvertaneu what and where 
New ampi re is or ikal be; they are rae 
ther buo eariy iR making their chali enges of 
H TCU, ai threatmag war and devafta- 
tien upon thoile towns who have dared to 
afiert their rites, ana wao have never acted 
with thew fince Independeuse took place, 
‘bur have remwiftrated amni ther pro- 
guedings Irom the fiit feiting up govern- 
ment in the maanor chey have donc} excépe 
as t9 tuc alrairo Of the war merely 5 which 

L bei icuuuriy confdered herc- 


Pew Ded 
2 


One thing more mey be'proper in this 
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| ple on the ea. were in when they were re- 


' leafed. from the government of Britain. 
And firft, Did they revert to a frate ef | 
nature 2 ^ s 
We anfwer. Not wholly fo. For fo fonn 
as the coercive power of the King was re- 
jc&ted and cealed to operate, the people made 
a ftand at the firk legal ftage, viz. their. 
town incorporations, which they received ` 
from the King as litle grants or charters of 
privileges by which they were united in lite 
tle in icorpor ated bodies with certain powers 
and privileges which were not held at the 
pleaíure of the King (as thofe comm uda 
were) but were perpetual. Thefe the 
ple by univerfal confent held facred ; and is 
long as they hold thole grants, fo long do 
they hold themfelves lubje cts of government 
according to them : and as fuch mult and 
do they act, and traniact all their political 
airs. Hence it is that the m ajor part of 
one of thole towns have a right to control 


the minor part. Tele are 3i] the granis 
the pecpie ever had from che King whereby 
they became united together and could hold 


ed tne King &c. Coniequently they 
"I remain fo many diftiné corporations un- 
ul ds agree to unite in one aggregate body. 
But to this d doctrine there has been an ob- 

E jection 
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jection raifed by fome, viz. That if the caf 
is as here reprefented, every of (hole town 
(if they pleafe) may be a State by itfelf &c, 

To which we anfwer, Suppofing the con. 
fequence is juft it will not deftroy the pro. 
pofition ; and the objection might with as 
great propriety have been urged againft the 
thirteen united States being diltin& feparate! 
bodies, before they united or confederated| 
together ; for the two cafes are exactly fimi- 
lar, except as to their extent. Moreover, fo 
long as mea have a regard to the fafety of 
their perfons and families, their liberties and 
properties, they will naturally affociate and 
confederate together, fo far as will beft fe. 
cure themfelves , which is the whole dcfign 
of government. And the fame principle 
that influenced to hold facred thofe town in- 
corporations, will prompt them to unite ftill 
further. — Neceffity and intereft are fo infla- 
ental in this matter that there is not the leaft 
danger. The only difficulty ever arifing in 
this cafe is the manner and form of uniting, 
and}mode of government. 

Again, perhaps it will be objected by 
fome, that the principles here laid down will 
apply as well tc the towns withinthe Malon 
claim as to the towas on the Grants, and 
conlequentiy they will have the fame liberty 
&c. . To 
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To which it may be faid, that there is at 


| leaft this difference in their circumftances, 
| viz. (1.) The people within the Mafonclsim, 


from their education, cuftoms and manners, 


' are of one notion and dentiment in refpect to 


t 


the principles and mode of government ; 
and therefore are well united. (2.) They 
hold their landed property by the fame te- 
nure, but diverfe from the Grants.  (3.) 
The inhabitants Brit fettled on that claim, 
agreed in chufing them a King, (alias) a 
kingly government, by petitioning for and 
receiving it, (4.) They have acted together 
fo leng that they may claim any union by 
prefcription, having enjoyed an uninterrupt- 
ed connection in the exercife of government 
among themfelves beyond the memory of 
man. 

In all thefe circumftances the people on 
the Grants are different from thole on the 
Mafon claim. 

But fufficient has been faid here and in a 
former Letter figned Republican, as to the 
night that New-York and New-Hampfhire 
have to exercile jurifdi&tion over thefe 
Grants by virtue of thofe royal decrees and _ 
commiffions. We pafs on pow to confider 
fome other reafons affigned in the foregoing 
letter, which we fhould not think worthy of 


notice, 


aricg, were it not that they are almoft all of 
them psi faifehoods and »ilispreens 
tions, made ufe of to excite the indignation 
or the higheft power in America againft this 
new rifine State, and to bring the power of 
he iiez States upon them, without their 
having an opportunity of defending their 
caule, or even to know the accufations al- 
ledged againft them, until the decifive fen- 
tence is “pails vd—a meafure not parellel cx- 
RB. in the inquifition. 

Ve faa therefore in the frå place notice 
thet claufe in the letter to the State of Ver- 
mont, where it is fid “that the fixteen 
towns are not connected with any State with 
with refpeck to their Internal police, is an i- 
dic phantom a mere chimera without the 
leatt fhadow of reafon &c.—that the town 
of Bofion in, che Maflachufetts, or Hartford 
in Conncc&ticut might as well evince their got 
belonging to their : refpc&tive States, as thofe 
fixteen towns their not being connected with 
Neweelampibire, Arc." et 

itis furpriGing that men w ‘ho pretend. to 
be wile politic cians, by being educated under 
an arbitrary g government, are fo groisly ig- 
norant of the diftin&ion there is between 
charter rights and the exce of defpotic 
power. Do the y not know that every indi- 
vidual 


vidual inhabitant, and caniequentlyevery 
town in the State of Connecticut by charter 
make up the Governor and Company of that 
Colony cr Stare. And that by -the fame 
grant or Charter they hold“ali their landed 
property, as much as any- body of PUDE 
tois of a pon DD oi tra& of land. .. And by 
the fame charter they are made a body cor- 
porate and politic in manie and: fect. And 
in holding this charter facredthey hold them- 
felves indiffelulsty conneéted together. Which 
bond of union iwut remain io long as the 
State exifts, There never has. been nor does 
there need to-be-any alteration of the mode 
of governibcat in that Stateto comport with 
a itate of independence, but the tranfpofition 
of thé natwe-in which the executive powers 
exercifed from the King to the people. 

In the fame way and manner are the pec- 
ple in the Maflachuletts held together and 
united viz. Dy. grants and charters from the 
King containing both landed property and 
jurifci&iou, which the King could not cog- 
fitutionally alter, and which the people mill 
holq facred, and thereby hold themfelves 
conneted together as much as Conne&ticut. 

Now, wherein does New-Hampfhirecom- 
pare with thefe two States ? for take away 


the royal prerogative power which .alone 
held 


. = 
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held them together, E what have they left ? 
Nothing but a number of little town in- 
corporations—-there is not a fhadow ofa 
coníederated State Jeft—Nothing but an 
empty name. New-Hampfhire as fuch ne- 
ver owned an inch ef land or farthing of pro- 
perty, neither. could they ever fo much as 
grant a town incorporation, nor had they 
right to a voice in that matter, In: fhort, 


they never were a body politick in any legal , 


fenfe whatever, and nothing more thana 
number of people fubjzcted to the obedience 
of the King’s fervant in fuch way and man- 


er as the commiffion prefcribed :- very fi-| 
milar to the old feudatory fyftem in England. | 


. Now to compare the towns on the Grants, 
as being in like circumítances with Bofton 
and Hartford, is not only ** an idle phan- 
tom, a mere chimera,": but an act of prot 
found i ignorance. 


| 


H 


As to the queftion ** Were not thofej 


towns fettled and cultivated under the gov- 
ernment of New-Hampbthire.” 

We anfwer—They were not. They were 
granted fettled and cultivated under the King 
of e Britain, (by the agency of his fer- 
vant the Governor of New-Hampfhire) and 
entirely at his control, as much as the towns 
on the Grants welt of Connecticut. River 

an 


œn 


and as liable as theyto be put under the im- 
mediate jurifdition of any other perfon than 
the Governor of New-Hampfhire, when- 
ever the King fhould pleafe to do it. 
^ The next argument made ufe of is, that 
moft of thofe towns fent delegates to the 
Convention in the State in 1775— T's true 
they did—and for the fole purpofe of devi- 
fing meafures to defend againft the tyranni- 
cal power of Britain which then began open- 
ly to fet itfelf in hoftile array againft Ame- 
rica. And by the arbitrary conduct of that 
Affembly in fettling the mode of reprefenta- 
tion (which they were never authorifed todo) 
they difgufted many towns then connected 
with the Province or State, fo that they have 
never connected with them fince, exceptto re« 
monttrate againft their proceedings, both to 
the Affembly and people at large. But 
what of all this ? Were we not then all un- 
der the jurifdi&ion of the King ? Yes : and 
long afte1wards ; for independence was there 
fcarcely in idea. 

Uhe next thing alledged is, that from the 
commencement of the prefent war they have 
applied to the State of New-Hampfhire for 
affiftance and protection, and that New- 
Hampfhire at their own expence hath fup- 
plied them with arms and ammunition to a 

| very 
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ve.y great amount, as well 
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fupplies, on the fame terms as thofe received 
from New-Hampfhire, and without being 

|! claimed on that account as being under their 
jurifdiction, except by New-York, But 
| what a vain pretence is this, that it wasione 
| only to defend Us, when in fact the enemy 
| were never known te have been within fifty 
miles of Comnecticut-River, which is the ut- 
moft weftern extent which they claim in thofe 
etters. - The defence yilded both by New- 
Hampfhire and Us, was at Bennington, the 
Creek; - Ticonderoga and Lake Champlain, 
&c. where the general caufe was the imme- 
diate and principal object, and where moft 
of the United States defended, and who not- 
withftanding we believe never thought of 
claiming juriidiction on that account. Such 
pretences not only argue the weaknefs of 
their caufe, but meannefs of fpirit, as it is 
well known that the people on thefe Grants 
have, ever fince the commencement of the 
war, exerted themfelves to their utmoft in 
raifing Soldiers and Militia to fubferve the 
general caufe of the United States. This 
fame plea Britain mace, (viz.) that they had 
been at great expenee in defending America 
in the laft war, and therefore had a right to 
fubjugate them, &c.. Ut 


å 


Furthers 


Y'urthermore, *tis true (tho* not alledged) 
that the military officers of the regiments in 
thafe towns received commiffions from the 
Conventions of New-Hainpfhire, obeyed 
orders from them, &c. before independence 
took place, and aéted upon them in fome 
meafure afterwards, Which they did upon 
this principle, (viz.) 'Fhat we muft do our 
part to maintain the American caufe ; and 
as we were not, nor could be m a firuatior 
to regulate eur militia until we were fettled 
in a regular ftate of civil government, it was 
thcught bef to continue in that retpect as 
we were for the prefent, as it mattered not 
fo much what ftate we acted under in that 
refpect, as that we did our duty. And ine 
deed no part of the ftare of New-Hamphhire 
hath done equal to what thefe towns have 
in fupplying men for the continental army, 
turning out on alarms, fcouting, &c. 

The next thing mentioned is, ** that near 
ene halt of the people in thofe revolted towns 
(as they are called) are averle to the pro- 
ecedings ef the majority, who threaten to 
confícate their eftates, if they do not joi 
with them x and that they are about to ap- 
ply te New-Hampfhire for affitance ; amd 
aiat fome have already. applied,” &c. 

Thefe 
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_ Thefe affertions, i diy are reprefented,. 
are entirely falfe.— And in order to fet them ' 
in their true light, we are under the difagree- 
able neceffity of troubling the public with 
fome facts, which we fhould not otherwife 
have done, The truth is, in fome of (hole 
towns there area few who do not agree in 
opinion with the major part; but in thofe we 
dare challenge any creditable períon to fay 
that ever there was the leaft threatning by 
the major part to confifcate their eftates, or 
even to injure them either in their perfons or 
properties im any way whatfoever on that 
account. And nothing fhort of malice and 
envy could influence any perfon to make 

fuch report. M 
As to thofe who have applied tor relief, 
&c. we know of none, except one Col. John 
Hurd, formerly of Haverhill, at Cokos, 
(who, to the great joy of the people,! has re- 
moved out. of that part of tbe ceuntry, a mu- 
tual difaffection having, arifen. between him 
and the people) who has made application 
to the Affembly of New-Hampfhire,. and 
fram.them obtained a fummons or order to 
.notiy a certain. gentleman living. in faid 
Haverhill, te appear before faid aflembly, to 
anfwer to. certain defamatory charges fome 
time: or other laid in be him againft faid 
Hurd 
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¥ford——alfo one Nathaniel Hovey, lately 
living in Enfield, (who is well known to 
have been a litigious perfon from his youth 
up, and confenting to be a tool for faid 
Hard, to affift him in holding fome lands 
which he claims in faid Enfield T who occafi- 
oned fuch difturbance in the town, that they 
warned him to depart—and after fome time 
(he not obeying the order) the conftable, by 
warrant from the fele&-men, proceeded to 
remove him and family towards his laft fet. 
tlement, Sc. for which tranfactions we un- 
derftand he has been inceffantly applying to 
New-Hampfhire for affiftance as beft fuiting 
his circumttances. 

Thefe we are well affured, are all the ap- 
plications that have been made, and the only 
motion that we know of that kind. Thefe 
are the terrible things which are painted in 
fuch high colours, as s tho? they all originated 
from the joining of thofe towns with the 
Grants on the weft fide of the river, when 
they are nothing more than mere party dif- 
putes, which would have arifen if there never 
had been fuch an union. And we fuppofe 

that the Council and Affembly of New- 
zamplhire have in this way had their infor- 
mation of all thofe extraordinary things men- 
tioned in their leters (including the affair of 


Col. 
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Col. Bedel*) that are in fo folemn a manner 
tranfmitted to Congrefs for a foundation of 
their paffing fome dec'h ve fentence againft 
us; which would (according te Col, Allen's 
report) have immediately taken place, had it 
not been for his interpofition, &c. ^ And as 
we have no place in Congrefs, we are obliged 
in this way to appeal to the public to defend 
ourfelves againft fuch unfair and injurious 
conduét of our adverfaries, who have in that 
refpect an advantage 1n their hands. l 
Again. We take notice in thofe letters, 
of their referring to arms to decide the dif- 
pute, when at the fame time there is not the 
`- leat 
* The fuggeftion or rather affertion in Prefi- 
dent Wai:e's letter ** that Col. Bedel by influcnce 
'of mogey and his command has occafioned a great 
fhare in the difarders in thcie towns"is as deftizute 
-of foundation as moft other articles contained in it. 
And the information ‘that very little fervice has 
beea done by him” and “ihe defire of the more 
. fober folid peopleto have him removed? was doubt- 
lets fiom fome difaffe&ed perfons who apprehend 
“the defence of this frontier, and {perhap:) of the 
large quantities of contineatal ftores collecting in 
this quarter will be of very little fervice, and who 
with to have ali defence removed, that they atd the 
inhabitants may lie open to the depredations of the 
esemy from Canada, who have (without doub:) beea 
kept from ravaging this frontier, only by their know- 
Kedgeof Col. Bedei’s regiment's being ftationed here. 
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Jeaft hint that the people os the Grants ever 
meant to defend their right in that way, 
Nay, they expe& to fupport them by fair 
realonings founded upon principles of juftice 
and righteoalhefs in an open and public 
manner, giving their adverfaries the oppor- 
tunity of a fair and impartial trial in any 
tribunal that may have cognizance of the 
cauíe, Whether this frequent recouríe to 
arms is to furprize Congrefs into an hafty 
determination by an exparte hearing, er to 
terrify and affrighten us to a fubmiffion, or 
whether it is for want ofjuftice, argument, 
and reafon to fupport their claim, or all of 
them, we fübmit to the impartial publie to 
determine.: 

We would here obferve further, as. to the 
circumftances of New-Hampthire, that fince 
thefe difputes have arifen, but little (if any) 
more than half the number of inhabited 

towns, within the limits they claim jurifdic- 
tion over, are reprefented in their affembly, 
or mean to be, under their prefent mode of 
acting ; and this is the great inflituted. power 
that claims fuch extenfive jurifdiction even 
over a greater extent of. inhabited and unre- 
preíented territory, than what is reprefented, 
Moreover, this partial affembly, when they 
iffued orders for a convention of delegates 

irom 
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from all the towns in the ftate (a (hev cla 
it to be) to affemble and form a plan of go= 
vernment for the State, would not iruft it 
with them to prefcribe how it fhould be cftaz 
blifhed, but determined chemfelves that whet 
the Convention fhould agree upon and pub« 
lifa a plan ot government, it fhould not take 
place, unlefs three fourths of the Inhabitants 
in the State fhould agree to it. "Thereby re- 
taining power in five or £x towns in the eaft- 
erly part of the State (by reafon of its num- 
bers} to negative near one Dundred and ffiy 
ethertowns, This Convention have already 
exifted about fix months without agreeing: 
upon any plan, and have adjourned for ano- 
ther fix months for confideratien : and when: 
they fall have finifhed their bufinefs, or 
come to an end, is uncertain, Under fuck 
conduct, what people that have any regard 
for themíelves or pofterity, will fubmit tw 
their government? Surely none that can do 
otherwife. And yet they pretend to appear 
among the confederated States, as having 
full and compleat right to control thefe rx- 
tenfive Grants, . 

Much more might be (zd (if need fol 3: 
relative to their condu& im difregardinz and 
rejecting the complaim:s and remonfrances 

tthe pzople avail their arbitrary proceed ` 

í . ings, 
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ings, ever fince they fet up their prefent mode 
of government ; and yet they have the con- 
fidence to repreteut in Congrefs, that * every 
condefcending meafure that could be invent. 
ec, has been tried from the beginning of the 
íchifm, and rejected," when in fact they have 
never given up the leaft point complained of 
from frit to lat. The foregoing facts will 
evidently ampear, whenever they may be cal- 
led in queftion, by wricten aad other authen- 
tic vouchers. l l 

We fhalk zow offer fome reafons of the 
propriety of the Grants being a diftin& 
State, upon principle of prudence and equity, 

And, it As to their local fituation— 
the lands near Connedticut-River, between 
ehe mountains or heights on cach fide, that 
are fuitable for cultivation, in a general way 
are about thirty-fix or forty miles wide, and 
about one hundred and fifty miles in length 
from Miuflachutetts north line (as they now 
exercife turifdiction) to Canada fouth line, as 
fettled in 19043 thre’ which Connecticut- 


aw 


‘River runs fo as about equally divides it 


dengthwile, and therefore the Rivers being. 


spade a dividing line berween two States, di- 
vides a country that Providence has wilely 
calculated to belong together, and fo fituated 
what che inhabitants living thereun. may, by 

being 
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being united, manage sheir political affairg- 
' with convenience ;:and fo caleulated by proe 
per intervales through the weftern mountains. 
er heights, that the pafles «o and from the 
inhabitants on the Grants welt of the Green 
Mountains (fo called). are convenient. 

2. The connections and commerce of the: 
people on each fide of the river, are, and al- 
ways will be, fo interwoven aad connected 

j with each other, that it would be very- dif- 
advantageous to be in two differens jurifdic- 
tions, 

.3. The inhabitants (almot to a man) 

emigrated from the Maffachufetts-Bay and 

Connecticut, but chiefly from Connecticut ; - 

whereby théir manners, cuftoms and habits 
are conformable to each other, and their 
principles and fentiments the fame in regard 
to religion and civil government ; but very 
different from the people of the States of 

New-York and New-Hampfhire : which 

different principes by education and cuftom 
are become fo habitual and hereditary, thac 
it is beyond the power of man to eradicate 

them, and therefore will cauíe a jarring dil- 

cord between them fo long as they are cone - 

tinued together. | k 

4. The Grants (exclufive of thofe in the 
morcheatt part which e more contiguous > 
c 
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the center of N ew-Hompfoira) will make a ree, 
dpectable State by themitives, and the other | 
two States not be injured thereby, efpecially 
tvew- York ; and as to New-Hampfhire, it 
will be much larger than what ic ever was. 
until fince the laft war; and more than twice. 
as large in extent of territory as the State 
of Rhode-Hland. : 

5. The people inhabiting thele lands, 
having undergone the hardihips and fatigues 
of letting: this once howling wildernefs, and 
the fuflerings and lofles aecafioned by the: 
war ; and having exerted themfelves to their 
utmof (in the grand American cauie) with 
their brethren of the United States, ought 
net after all to be divided and apportioned 
to and between New-York and New-Hamp- | 
fhire, merely to {erve themíclves of us, for 

Es political and inierefted purpofes—and . 
rper they will eftablifa that arbitrary 
line of 1764. . 

6. T eie Grants are fo fituated that they 
wili always be an important frontier to the 
Unned States (fo long as Canada continues * 
under the control of Great-Britain) and by 

amg a diftinct State, will be in a much 
better capacity to a& their part as fuch, than 
by beiag the out-fkirts of other States, 


y. I^ 


5 


Cm) cd 

t. In the early fettlement of this country; 
the Reverend Doctor Wheelock’s charity 
{chool, founded on the moit noble. and be- 
nevolent bafis, and incorporated with a Uni» 
verfity by grant or patent from the King of 
Great-Britain, was introduced and fettled in 
this part of the country ; which we efleem 
an ineftimable benefit and advantage to this 
new State, as well as to the continent ; and 
which the inhabitants of this State are dif 
pofed tg patrenizeto theis utmoft-—but on 
the contrary, if it falls into the State of News 
Ilampihire, it will be ın a-State which has 
heretofore (as fuch) fhewn a very cool dit« 
pofition towards it, and probably will con- 
tinue the'fame neglect of it, and principally | 
(perhaps) on-account of it’s fituation. 
' 8.. The people. on the Grants are well 
agreed and united in their plan of governe 
rent already adopted, whereas New-Hamp- 
fhire have not as yet agreed on any, and. 
there is very little profpect (by accounts) 
that they will foon,- And as to. New-York: 
conftitution or plan of government, if there. 
was no other objection, that alone weuld be 
a.fufficient bar in the way of connecting: 
with them. . 

9. The great diftance moft of the townsrt 
would be at from their feveral feats of go- 

vernmenit, 
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verament, in cafe they y were connected with 


ums t " there was nothitig elfet t3 be offered 
e2 E head. es 
Thecctore, on the whole of the foregoiti 
facis and obiervations, we are fully per fuaded 
tan i believe every impartial judge will be 
eho} chat the people on x the Grants, confi 
dered ia f ery potat or view; have a natural, 
bgal and equirable’ tight. to unite together 
and form cienfelves into a diftiaét Serate óf 
S ernment, in the manner they have done ; 
ad that they are. all, cn-both fides of the 
river, upon the Lane political foundation, 
aud have an equal right to act in the affair : 
for certainiy, “it the line tettled in 1764 is 
ettablithed tor New. Hainpthire,’ "icis aiio for 
New-York 3 and if itis: void as to New- 
York, it is alfo void as to New-Hampthiré z 
Lat fufficient has been already offered tQ 
Ínew that it is void as to both, - 

And as we are determined. t6-be and re- 
main together, and not be fplit up and divi- 
ced merely to ferve the interefted and defign- 
ing purpotes of New-York aad N ew-Hunip- 
fire, or any others ; and to convince all 
$hat our motives do. not zrife (as has been 
sepreienied) from ambitious and ichilinatical 

princie 
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principles ;. but on the contrary, that they 
‘are only to obtain thé privileges and benefits 
of civil government, “if common with our 
American brethren, and to put an end to. 
_ all difpures on account of our being a diftinct 
Beate; &c. We would recommend that the 
following terms and -propofals be made tọ 
the Afitmbly of New-Hampfhire, viz, | 

x. To agree upon and fertle a dividing 
YinebetweenINew-Flamirifhire and the Grants, 
by committees from each party, or otherwife, - 
as they muy mutually'&gree, © — 

Gy, 2. ‘Phat the patties mutually agree in 
the appointment of a Court of Commiffionera 
of difinterefted, judigious men, of the three 
other New-England States, to hear and de- 
termining the ‘difpule,’ 

Or, 3. That the while difpute with New. 

Elamphhire be fubmitted to the decifioh of 
Congreis, in fuch way and manner as Cone 
prefs in their wifdom thall prefcribe. 

* Provided always, That the Grants be al- 
lowed. equal privilege with the other party, 
in efpoulinz and condu&ing their caufe. 

- Or, 4. If the controverfy cannot be fets 
- ied, on either of the foregoing articles, and 
in cafe we can agree ‘with’ New-Hampfhire 
upon a plan ef government, inclufive of ex- 
tent ef territory, that we unite with them 

E - ə A k A ` an 
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. and become with them one entire State, ree 
Je&ing the arbitrary liné drawn on the weft- 
ern bank of Connecticut-river, by the King 
of Great-Britain, in 1764. 
Betore we conclude, we think that duty 
te the public and regard to the honor and 
dignity of the Continental Congrefs, require 
that we make a few remarks on the report 
and declaration of Col. Ethan Allen, before 
recited. On which we muft obferve, that, 
if his account be true, as befere rélated, it is 
in a degree alarming’; as of all other legiíla- 
tive, judicial or executive powers on the cone 
tinent, the Coagrefs (who hold the fupreme 
power) ougkt to ftagd in the higheit and 
faireft point of view ; and no court has more 
july obtained an effablifhed character for 
wiidom, integrity and impartiality, and none 
fo clear from the imputation of intrigue and 
bribery of any kind whaticever, And as 
it is of the highef importance that their 
character be fupportéd ; and that they and 
the public be acquainted with every thing of 
a public nature, which is derogatory to the 
honor and integrity of that auguit body, we 
have thought it expedient to pubiifh to the 
world Col Alien’s reprefentation of the 
conduct of the New-Hampfhire Delegates, 
gontaiaed in his report and declaration before 
rehearied, 


C s& ) 
rehearfed, which we conceive to be of that, 


kind. "And althóugh it has the appearance 
of partial friendíhip to this new State, yet. 


we wholly reject it, as being done without - 


their knowlege or defire :* that it favors too 
much of intrigue and bribery, and is a me- 
thod of obtaining'our caule that we defpife; 
for we defire not to have that honorable bo. 
dy, or any member of it, injure their charac- 
ter for the fake of helping us ; nor that th 

do the fame to our injury. If the juftice of 


our ceufe, when rightly underftood by ime - 


partial judges, won't fupport us, we are wil- 
ling to fall. And as the faid report and 
declaration are matters of fadt, - and lie fair 

| c for 


* Altho’ it is evident by Col. dicn’s report that 
he was not coaftitntionally appointed io appear at 


Coaarefs as agent for the State cf Vermont, yet his - 


. going " by defire of the Governor, and at the re- 
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queft of veral members of the Council,” carries ` 


athe appearance of his having authority from them 
for that purpofe, and doubtlefs added great weight 


to his prop<fals to andagreements with the mem- ` 


beis of Congrefi in. behalf of the State ; which v the 
Governor and fevera! members of the Council" had 
no tight to confer without a quarum of the Coun- 


ci! confit;utionally convened, which appears by his _ 


report not to have been the cafe in the prefent ine 
Rance. í l 


U 
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for every one to make his commenti up 
we fub:nit them without faying any thin ing 
further thereon, | 
Jacos BAYLEY, "xm 
Etisua PAYNE, Committee, E 
Beza WoopWwARD, n 


MNew-Hampfoire Grants, 
im. m D. i, 1778. 
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KT In fome of the Copies, in P. 2:, L. p 
from bot. read declaration be drawn up. 


RESOLVES 
OF A . E 
CONVENTION: 
| HELD ON THE T ME 
` . NMew-Hampfhire Grants. - 
D————À 


At a Convention of Delegates from twenty- 
two Towns on the New-Hampbhire Grants 
from both Sides of Conne&icut- River, held 
at Cornifh, Dec. otb, 1778. o. Em 


Fated unanimoufly,, 
R. H A T the members of this Con- 

, , vention wil unite together for the 
purpofe of purfuing fuch legal and regular 
meafures as may have a tendency to fecure 
to thefe Grants tbe benefits of good govern- 
ment, without any regard to the deftinétion 
made by the arbitrary line drawn on the 
weftern bank of Conneiticut-river by the 
King in Council in the year 1764. 

2. A pamphlet entitled 4 public defence of ` 
the right of the New-Hampjbire Grants Cic. 
"compiled by the major part of a Committees: — 
appointed by the Affembly of Fermont for _ 
that purpole, was repeatedly read, and una- 
amimoufly approved. ; 
$. Whereas 


J 
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3. Whereas notwithftanding the regneft 
for this Convention, but few of (hole towns 
whofe members continued to act with fid 
Affembly after the protefting members had 
withdrawn, have fent members to this Con- 
vention ; and the conduct of the Affzmbly 
in paffing the votes and refolves contained in 
their printed journals, the proteft, remark& 
&c. have rendered it impracticable for faid 
Ailembly to carry into execution faid re~ 
folves as therein propofed,. which difficulty 
will continue fo long as faid votes ftand in 
force ; and as the people in thofe towns by 
juftifying the conduét of the Affembly in 
violating the ‘conftitution, will on theii 
part diffolve the folemn compact which. 
they entered into by the confederation, and’ 
the people confequently become difcharged: 
from their allegiance and obligations to the 
State. Therefore voted, that the propofals. 
contained in the béforementioned addres, be 
made to INew-Zlaspfoire, viz. i 

i. Fo agree upon. and fettle a dividing 
dine between New-Hampíhire and theGrants, 
by committees from each party, or otherwife, 
as they may mutually agree. 

Or, 2. That the parties mutually agree in 
the appointment of a Court of Commiffion- 

crs 
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| ers of difinterefted judicious men of the three: 
other New-England States, to hear and de« 
termine the difpute.. | E 

: Or, 3. That the whole difpute with New- 
Hampfhire be fubmitted to the decifion of 
Congrefs, in fuch way and manner as Cons. 
_grefs in their wifdom:fhall pretcribe. — 

Provided always, 'T'hat the Grants be al 
lowed equal Ee with the other party, 
in efpoufing a conducting their caule, 

Or, 4 If the controverfy cannot be fete 
tled gx either of the foregoing articles, and it 
cafe We can agree with New-Hampfhire upon. 
a plan. of government, inclufive of extent of 
territory, that we unite with.chem, and become 
with them one entire State, rejecting the ar- 
bitrary line drawn on the weftern bank of 

. Connecticut-river, by the King of Greate 
Britain in 1764. 
44 Voted, "Thatthe inhabitants of thofe- 
. towns on the Grants, in the State of Vermont, 
who have not fent a reprefentative to. this 
Convention, and whofe members joined with 
` the majority of faid Affembly in paffinE 
the votes, on account of-which the proteft-- 
ing members withdrew, be requefted to di~ 
rect their refpective members to refcind faid . 
votes, and join us in making faid propoials 
to INew-Hampfbire. 
5 Voted, 


4) 

< f$ Voted, That in (hats towns whofe 
mambers cantinued to act with the Affembl 
of Vermont, fill remain firet-and.ftedfaft 
fupporting and continuing faid vetes of Af- 

` fembly, and neglect.to join/in carrying into | 

_ execution faid reposot their committee, we 
will make overtures to join with New- Hamp- 

, Mire, on the lat aigicla in {aid propofals. 
m es all the other town (aid 2 

requefted to join us in pro 

to New-Hamppbire as nes dag 
thar thofe towns which agree to join tljerein, 
be requefted to tran[mit copies of their Votes 
relative thereto, to Governar Marh, Mr, 

Woodward, Col. Morey, Maje Child, Col. 
Payne, Col. Olsott or Gen. Baley, who are 
hereby appointed a committee for receiving 
them, and carrying the foregoing votes and | 
propofals into execution, fo foon as the towns 
on the Grants can have reafonable opportu- 
nity to join us therein. 

- 7. Voted, ThatfaidCommittee be impowe 
ered to call a Convention from the towns on 
the Grants, whenever any thing fhall appear. 
which fhall, in their opinion, render one nos | 
ceffary. 

J. Marsny Chairman. 

Extratied from the votes ef faid Convention, 
B. Weapwarp, Clerk — . 

———— See en 
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